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acquaintance actually forgot his own name.    JOHNSON. ' Sir, that was a morbid oblivion.'
FRIDAY, AUGUST 20.
Dr. Shaw, the professor of divinity, breakfasted with us. I took my Ogden on Prayer, and read some of it to the company. Dr. Johnson praised him. ' Abernethy1, (said he,) allows only of a physical effect of prayer upon the mind, which may be produced many ways, as well as by prayer; for instance, by meditation. Ogden goes farther. In truth, we have the consent of all nations for the efficacy of prayer, whether offered up by individuals, or by assemblies; and Revelation has told us, it will be effectual.' I said,' Leechman seemed to incline to Abernethy's doctrine.' Dr. Watson observed, that Leechman meant to shew, that, even admitting no effect to be produced by prayer, respecting the Deity, it was useful to our own minds2. He had given only a part of his system. Dr. Johnson thought he should have given the whole.
Dr. Johnson enforced the strict observance of Sunday3.
1 John Abernethy, a Presbyterian divine. His works in 7 vols. 8vo. were published in 1740-51.
3 Leechman was principal of Glasgow University (post, Oct. 29). On his appointment to the Chair of Theology he had been prosecuted for heresy for having, in his Sermon on Prayer, omitted to state thesermons, them should be known but those he wrote for Taylor is 1 He made the same statement on June 3, 1781 (ante, ing,' I should be glad to see it [the translation] now.' that he was not sneakinp- of his translation nf Tnhn a. The rooms for students seemed very commodious, and Dr. Johnson said, the chapel
